
The Whitefield Economic Development Corporation, WEDC, performed a survey to provide some clarity to the 
public conversation of downtown parking. Key findings from exploratory data analysis are included below. This 
survey received 113 responses after digital, print, and in-person outreach. 

Downtown residents, workers, and business owners report being less likely to find parking, find parking in a 
comfortable walking distance, be able to easily walk in the downtown, and feel safe parking in the downtown. This 

finding is also consistent with those who 
most frequently visit the downtown area, 
8+ times a week. Village residents and those 
who visit between 2 - 7 times a week report 
an improved experience in these areas. Based 
on these survey results, the populations that 
most frequently interact with the downtown 
perceive more issues parking and walking. 
The aggregate breakdown of the current 
conditions are included on the next page.

Overall, only 6.2% of respondents disagree 
that parking can be found within walking 
distance of their destination(s).

Survey respondents overwhelming report that convenience is a significant factor for why they park in a location; 
88 respondents agreed with this statement. The ability to easily walk to their destination(s) was the second most 
significant factor with 47 respondents agreeing. 

The following areas were identified as the top five most trafficked destinations by respondents (95): The Whitefield 
Market parking lot (61), on-street parking on King St (45), On-street parking 
adjacent to Sunny’s Pizza and Jillians Pub (44), the Post Office parking lot (41), 
and on-street parking on Main St. Other locations included in the survey received 
between 2 and 18 respondents stating that they typically park in those locations.

More than 85% of respondents park in Whitefield for an hour or less. With two-
thirds of respondents parking for less than 30 minutes.

Of respondents 34% did not agree with the statement that they can easily walk in 
Whitefield. Respondents indicated through a multitude of comments that pedestrian 
infrastructure, safety measures, and traffic calming should be prioritized. 

Based on the information above, Whitefield does not appear to have a parking supply problem but rather a distribution 
problem as areas with high demand, such as destinations along Route 3 by the Common, do not have enough spaces 
directly in-front of them. As there are 389 private spaces in the inventoried downtown study area, (178 commercial, 
136 tax-exempt, 38 mixed-use,  46 residential) and 178 public spaces, the 576 spaces identified in the downtown area 
likely meets the current demand. Many parking spaces are within eye sight and require a short 
walk, less than 1/10th of a mile. 

Walkability, which is negatively impacted by fast traffic along Route 3, stands as a promising 
area of improvement to address the parking distribution problem of Whitefield as well as promote 
the downtown of Whitefield. Additionally, methods for addressing parking supply can include 

Typical Time Spent Parking % of Pop.

30 minutes or less 66.32

Between 30 minutes and 1 
hour 18.95

Between 1 and 2 hours 9.47

Between 2 and 6 hours 2.11

Overnight 3.16
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shared use agreements to enable private 
lots to provide increased capacity during 
underutilized times. Polled interventions 
included: more lighting (37.17%), improved 
signage (33.63%), paved parking (26.55%), 
designated resident spaces (24.78%), 
increased enforcement (22.12%), and no 
improvements needed (19.47%). Desired 
interventions vary based on geographic 
constituencies.

At this time, demand for parking in 
downtown does not appear significant 
enough to implement metered parking. Increased parking enforcement would require additional capacity that our 
police department does not have, thus requiring a shift in priorities or increased funding. Designated residential 

spaces would require either incentives that 
exceed the convenience of the closest spot 
or parking enforcement measures to alter 
behavior. 

Massive events potentially could surpass 
current official downtown parking 
capacity, but solutions that require 
logistical planning do exist, and could be 
executed. These solutions include using 
the NHDOT railyards, and offsite parking 
with shuttling.

Ultimately, improved signage, more 
lighting, shared use agreements, 
traffic calming tactics, and walkabilty 
measures should be considered as 
interventions.

The results of this survey should 
inform the ongoing discussion of 
parking in town and spur action on 
cost-effective measures to support 
the goals of the town.

A parking study could be performed 
if more information is needed. For  
examples of parking studies, check out studies done in our area: 
http://www.nccouncil.org/services/transportation/project-showcase/

Planning resources for effectively revitalizing our downtown spaces can be found here: 
http://www.nccouncil.org/planning-guides/

Strongly 
Agree Agree Neither Agree 

Nor Disagree Disagree Strongly 
Disagree

I can ususally find parking 
near my destination(s) 32% 44.3% 10.3% 11.3% 2.1%

I can usually find parking 
withing walking distance of 

my destination(s)
29.9% 54.6% 9.3% 5.2% 1%

I find it easy to walk around 
downtown 20.6% 45.4% 20.6% 11.3% 2.1%

I feel safe paking in the 
downtown 19.6% 55.7% 15.5% 7.2% 2.1%

I know where parking exists 
downtown 27.8% 56.7% 7.2% 7.2% 1%

I am knowledgeable about 
Whitefield’s parking 

ordinences
9.3% 29.9% 30.9% 21.6% 8.2%

http://www.nccouncil.org/services/transportation/project-showcase/
http://www.nccouncil.org/planning-guides/

