
Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes
Monday, December 10, 2018

At the Selectmen’s Meeting held on Monday, December 10, 2018, at 6:30 p.m. the following people 
were in attendance:  Peter Corey and John Tholl, Stanley Holz participated via conference call.

Mr. Louis Gooden attended the meeting to discuss the All Veteran’s Exemption.  Louis gave the Board a 
copy of Article 42 from Littleton’s town warrant last year, which Mr. Corey read.  Mr. Gooden was 
wondering if the Board would put it on the agenda for this year’s town meeting.   Mr. Corey explained 
that this law was enacted a couple of years ago.  It broadens who is eligible for the veteran’s tax credit.  
Under the new law, RSA 72:28-b, All Veterans’ Tax Credit states that a person shall qualify for the all 
veterans’ tax credit if the person is a resident of this state who served not less than 90 days on active 
service in the armed forces of the United States and was honorably discharged or an officer honorably 
separated from service; or the spouse or surviving spouse of such resident, provided that Title 10 
training for active duty by a member of a national guard or reserve shall be included as service under 
this paragraph; provided however that the person is not eligible for and is not receiving a credit under 
RSA 72:28 or RSA 72:35.  

Peter said the Selectboard looked at this last year.  We could not determine how many people would be 
eligible.  If voted on and adopted, it doesn’t lower the taxes—it shifts the tax burden to other people.  
We can’t really tell the people of the town what the tax impact would be for them.  We thought it 
should come as a petition warrant article and not put on by the Selectmen.  John said the problem he 
has with it is not knowing what the impact will be.  Anyone who isn’t a veteran is going to see their taxes
go up if we adopt this. John said he gets the Veteran’s Tax Credit, he would love to be able to give it to 
every Veteran who has given to this country.  He just thinks without knowing what the impact would be 
and not to be able to tell people what the impact will be on their taxes is an issue for him.  

Mr. Gooden said they are discriminating against the rest of the veterans.  It is not the amount of money.
It is a kick in the butt.  Peter said we represent all the voters, not just the veterans.  We have to take in 
to consideration the interest of everybody.  Peter said we can’t tell the people who aren’t veterans what
the tax impact will be on their taxes.  We just felt putting it forth as a selectboard without knowing the 
true tax impact is not something we wanted to do.  Stanley said there is no question the Town should 
support the veterans in town.  He has the same concern—he would support this if we knew how many 
veterans we have who would qualify and what the impact would be on the taxpayers.  How much is it 
going to cost the town?  Mr. Corey said it is a simple process to do a petition warrant article.   Mr. 
Gooden said he will get 25 signatures and there is only a few of us left.  He is upset about this.  Peter 
said he believes it is a lot more than two people.   Mr. Gooden said he is an old man, but he will go out 
and get the signatures.

Eric & Tammy Dubreuil attended the meeting.  Tammy said that she wrote a letter so we have it 
officially in writing.  They have a concern with the location of the new stop sign at the intersection of 
Kimball Hill Road and Gould Road.  She said they have been living on Kimball Hill Road for over 19 years 
now and are aware of the conditions of Kimball Hill Road and how steep it is which makes it difficult for 
anyone to make a complete stop during winter conditions.  She said there is no sight line from Kimball 
Hill Road to Gould Road until you are practically in Gould Road already.  They feel if a stop sign must be 
placed in this location, then it should be put on the Gould Road side headed down towards Route 116 
before it intersects with Kimball Hill Road as this would be a less hazardous location for all traveling 
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those roads.  Another alternative is to put a four-way Yield sign at all intersections.  This way it makes all 
the travelers aware and hopefully get drivers to slow down at the intersection.  There is no sign 
anywhere on Gould Road letting people know that there is a road at that intersection so anyone new 
traveling Gould Road would not be made aware of Kimball Hill Road until you passed through the 
intersection.   Peter said we did talk about this about a month ago and discussed different options.  
Stanley said he thought Cabot was going to meet with the Dubreuil’s.  Eric said they did discuss their 
concerns with Cabot.  Eric said that Nate who drives for the town with the big 10-wheeler can’t stop at 
the intersection when it is slippery.  Eric said there are times he can’t stop with his large truck.  Shawn 
White, who was in attendance at the meeting, asked if it was approved by the Selectboard, and the 
Board said yes.  Shawn said when Steve Kenison was Road Agent he put stop signs up, and they had to 
be taken down.   Shawn said there has not been any accidents at the location.  Shawn said the sign 
should be on the Gould Road side.  Shawn said it was brought up years ago, and just did not work out.   
Peter said it wasn’t a spontaneous decision. It was suggested to at least put something up on Gould 
Road to know about Kimball Hill Road.  There is nothing there.  John said the main concern is that it is an
uncontrolled intersection and someone coming down Gould Road wouldn’t see Kimball Hill Road.  There
have been close calls there.  John is not adverse to changing the stop sign.  John said in dealing with the 
motoring vehicle, he didn’t think they would pay attention to any warning signs.  

Everyone blows through those signs now.  There is no sign and they just whip right through.  Tom Ladd 
said he has a question and comment.  He resides on Gould Road.  Gould Road is the primary road based 
on thru-traffic.  He understands the problem of stopping.  He thinks there should be Yield signs.  He 
can’t see a reason for more than that.  There is plenty of potential, but he thinks people know they need
to slow down.  Tom said he is frequently going on ambulance calls, and if he has to blow through a stop 
sign, he will run his sirens.  There hasn’t been anything up there.  Shawn said back in 2003 there were 
some up for a month or so.  Yield signs are perfect, but there doesn’t need to be stop signs.  Would they 
be ok with Yield signs?  Tammy said she would prefer it on Gould Road.  Stanley thinks two yield signs 
might be confusing.  Peter’s recommendation is that we will change it, but we would like to discuss it 
with Cabot, our Public Works Director.  Maybe we can put up some other signs as well.  John said back in
the day Kimball Hill Road had very light traffic.  We will speak with Cabot and rectify the issue.

Matt Kelly has expressed an interest in being our North Country Council representative.  He was looking 
for the responsibilities and requirements.  He said he moved here about six years ago and lives on Old 
East Road with his family.  He is looking to get involved.  He currently works at the Cumerford dams in 
maintenance.  He was in the navy.  The Board explained the position to him and thanked him for his 
interest.  We will contact North Country Council and let them know that he will be our new 
representative.  

Steve Lafrance of North Country Council attended the meeting to review the water projects.  Steve 
wanted to discuss the trust funds project but will review the progress with the USDA projects as well.  
Contract #1 – transmission line is about 65-70% done.  They are closed down for the season and in for a 
winter shutdown.  They probably won’t be back until the beginning of May.  We did decide we are going 
to put Brown Street back into the contract.  We are confident we have money to put Brown Street back 
in.  Steve doesn’t think there is enough to put Water Street back in.  We are still discussing road 
rehabilitation with Coleman.  Contract #2 – Pump Station Contract that Kingsbury is working on.  They 
are continuing to make progress.  They will have winter shutdown in a week or two.  They have done as 
much as they can on the outside.  The buildings don’t have their roofs on yet.  They are water tight but 



not water proof.  We certainly want to see the roofs put on so they made a commitment to get his done 
in the next week or two.  They are about 50-60% complete.  

Contract #3 – Water Meter Contract just signed last week.  They will start after the first of the year.  We 
have worked with this contractor in the past and have had good luck.  

Peter said when we left the final construction meeting out at the construction site with Coleman, they 
were going to bring in a couple more loads of crushed ledge pak on Mt. View Road and he wants to be 
sure it happens.   Fred said they said it would be this week.  We just want to be sure they come back this
week.  

For the Trust Fund Project, Steve said that the field survey and field check are complete.  The final 
design is on-going along non-NHDOT alignments, Prospect Street, Shirlaw Drive, Liberty Drive, Highland 
Street, Main Street.  The other rights of way are within the state right of ways.  He is reluctant to go 
further with the final design, because he needs to hear from the state.  Once he has the information for 
the alignments from the state, he can proceed with the design.  He extended the offer to walk the line 
like he did with the USDA projects, and he hasn’t gotten a response yet.  He will keep the pressure on 
them.   He has the overall project schedule:  preliminary plans and contract documents:  January 11, 
2019; Preliminary Review:  March 10, 2019; Final Plans/Permits:  May 10, 2019; Bidding/Contract Award:
June 15, 2019; Construction:  November, 2020.  Pursuant to the grant agreement, all work has to be 
completed by 9/2021.  Absolutely 100% complete.  As of now, Steve said he is hoping to have 
preliminary plans completed by January 11th, depending on feedback from DOT.  We are in good shape.  
He is pushing this hard because he wants to get this finished.  Waiting just means the prices go up.  
These projects are not particularly difficult, but there are a lot of moving pieces and parts.  

Water Main Material – The Rural Development project has an “or equal” requirement that materials 
have to be openly and competitively bid.   This trust fund project does not have that requirement.  The 
Town is therefore able to specify materials as it sees fit.  Steve has spoken to Fred regarding water main 
requirements and the various advantages and disadvantages of PVC, HDPE, and Ductile Iron.   
Communities are transferring from ductile iron to PVC plastic, mainly due to eco nomics.  For the 
Coleman contract we used the C900 PVC DR 18.  The Town has the opportunity to specify whatever they
want.  There were very few requirements attached to this grant.   Steve talked briefly to Fred about this 
and Fred would like to go with the 8 inch C900 DR 14 PVC piping.  It is a heavier-walled pipe.  The costs 
for the various pipes are as follows:  8 inch CL 52 Ductile Iron:  $25.64/linear foot; 8 inch C900 DR 18 
PVC:  $10.43/linear foot, and the 8 inch C900 DR 14 PVC is $13.00/linear foot.  It is the same cost to 
install any of the pipe.   Steve has worked on projects where they put PVC water main in 25 to 30 years 
ago and have had no issues at all.  Properly installed, it is pretty good stuff.  This stuff lasts forever.  Fred 
wanted the extra thickness for the area where it is going with all the truck traffic.  It would potentially 
crate a problem if we went with two different types of pipe and how to distinguish the pipe.  We are 
talking 20,000 feet so we are talking about $50,000 difference in price.  Shawn thought that seemed like 
a lot of money.  The bottom line is for every penny spent, it is less pipe we are going to put in the 
ground.  We have a fixed amount of money.  This is your $4.33 million to use.  Steve has not had issues 
with the thinner wall pipe.  Bartlett and North Stratford have used that thinner pipe.  Peter said that we 
will get some more information and get back to Steve.

Steve said that one thing he has found out working with Fred that the original project was to replace the
water main up to Shirlaw Drive.  There is about 2000 feet of plastic main that goes to Hazen Drive.  It is 
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all small diameter with black plastic.  It has been characterized as a private line.  The Town has absolved 
themselves from responsibility.  There is roughly 10 homes on it.  To extend the water main up to Hazen 
Drive is another 2000 feet of water main.  It comes out to about $180 of linear feet.   You are talking 
$350,000 to replace that piece of main.  Steve thinks he can get DES to approve that.  The question is 
“Where do we want to spend our money?” 

Steve wants to identify that as a significant change, and we don’t know exactly how many service 
connections that come off of that.  Steve is estimating 10 to 14.  It is not unlike what you went through 
on Route 142.  Steve looked at and we sent the survey crew out to look at it.  It has to come from 
somewhere.  Route 3 South Union Street.  He had planned to go the school.  Fred has asked to go up to 
the Never’s for the reservoir site.  It would connect at the Never’s property.  Steve said we do a lot of 
projects where towns pick up responsibility for poorly designed developments.  These things are 
frustrating.  Peter said what would be helpful would be to have dollar amounts next to it.  

Steve has spoken to Fred about the priorities.  The number one priority is Water Street.  Steve said 
chances are pretty good that Brown Street is going back in on the USDA project.  The last three or four 
probably aren’t going to happen.  Steve will design Prospect Street, but it is probably not going to 
happen. Steve said some of these are going to be difficult with costs.   Shawn said Whitefield has Route 
3 North on the 10 year plan for 2029.  It is cast iron pipe that has been in for a long time.  Peter said he 
would take that risk.  

Steve said that he is thinking of doing a base bid with Water Street, Route 3 South (Union Street) from 
Jiffy Mart to Foster Drive, King’s Square, Route 142 (Elm Street), Main Street-Highland Street, Route 3 
south (Union Street) from Foster Drive to Nevers, and possible part of Route 116 end of Sidewalk (Gibbs 
Murray residence) to Hazen Road.  The others would be bid alternates.  We have $3.7 million to do 
actual construction.  We might have to revisit this priority list after we hear back from DOT.  The list may
not change but what may change is what we ultimately may be able to afford to do.  Peter’s preferred 
bid alternate is Shirlaw to Hazen then Shirlaw, then Liberty.  Those are his preferred bid alternates.  We 
want to be sure we have enough money to do what we contract to do.  We want some flexibility built 
into the bid.  

Steve said for legal considerations because this was an early-on trust fund project, there is nothing for 
requirements for easements.  He proposes we do what we did for the Rural Development projects to get
the permission letters.  There may be a fair number of borings.  Having that letter in hand is important.  
He doesn’t recall in the past not having that being an issue, but it is due diligence.  The outstanding issue
is the water main materials.  

Water budget discussion is postponed until next week due to Cabot’s absence tonight.  

A motion was made by John Tholl to approve the minutes of the November 26, 2018 Selectmen’s 
Meeting.  The motion was seconded by Stanley Holz.  Roll Call:  Peter Corey:  Yes; John Tholl:  Yes;  
Stanley Holz:  Yes.  Motion passed, 3-0. 

A motion was made by John Tholl and seconded by Stanley Holz to certify the resolution that was 
approved on June 26, 2017 for the $3,610,000 General Obligation Bond for the Water Improvement 
Project.   The loan will be closing on Friday, December 14, 2018.  Roll Call:  Peter Corey:  Yes; John Tholl:  
Yes; Stanley Holz:  Yes.  Motion passed 3-0.  



The Board and Treasurer signed the following documents for the loan closing:  Resolution of Governing 
Board; Signature and No Litigation Certificate with Receipt; No Arbitrage and Tax Certificate; Original 
Bond No. R-1; and IRS Form 8038-G.  These documents will be sent overnight mail to Bond Counsel so 
Rural Development has everything they need for the closing on Friday.  The proceeds from this bond will
pay off the temporary financing loan we set up with Bank of NH.  

No bids were received for the 1990 Ford E350 Ambulance, 1979 GMC 7000, or the 1990 Chevrolet E30 
Panel Van.  Shawn White asked about the skid steer being put out to bid.  Mr. Kelley suggested looking 
into Government Surplus Vehicles on-line to sell these items.  Shawn said it might be worth scraping 
some of them—not the panel van but the other two items are very rusted out.  

A motion was made by John Tholl to enter non-public session at 7:50 p.m. pursuant to RSA 91-A:3II(e), 
consideration or negotiation of pending claims or litigation which has been threatened in writing or filed
by or against this board or any subdivision thereof, or by or against any member thereof because of his 
or her membership therein, until the claim or litigation has been fully adjudicated or otherwise settled.  
The motion was seconded by Stanley Holz.  Roll call to enter non-public session:  Corey:  Yes; Tholl:  Yes; 
Holz:  Yes.  

The Board adjourned from non-public session at 8:10 p.m.

The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.  
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